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On-going Changes in Taiwanese:

A Real Time Comparison

Yuan Ze University
National Tai-chung Teacher’'s College

ANG Uijin

This paper aimed to make a real-time comparisdwofstudies that were done 35 years
apart to verify that some sound changes have reprogress in Taiwanese Minnan. Firstly
we show 3 kinds of schema of paragon of distributbvariants, and argue that from studies
in the apparent time we can infer some tendendeshange, but we cannot actually be
certain that the sound changes are actually inrpssg

We compare data of Chung (1967) and Ang (1999)chvimvestigated the Taiwanese
dialects spoken by university students in differiamies. This real time comparison testified
that the sounds of 7 Taiwanese words under in\agiig have been undergoing changes
during the 35-year interval. We further compare thesults with those of the
sociodialectological investigation of Ang (1999-200which shows very similar results, and
they do verify that the apparent-time study acyuabflects the real-time changes of
Taiwanese.

Based on these comparisons we can further infdr 8oime confidence that all other
apparent-time changes shown in our sociodialecicdbgnvestigation actually reflect the

real-time changes of Taiwanese.

Key words:_real time comparison, sociodialectolabiavestigation, change in progress,

steady age grading
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